Fifth Grade Summer Reading List

Bud, Not Buddy (Level 5.0)

by Christopher Paul Curtis

"It's funny how ideas are, in a lot of ways they're just like seeds. Both of them start real, real small and then... woop, zoop,
sloop... before you can say Jack Robinson, they've gone and grown a lot bigger than you ever thought they could." So
figures scrappy 10-year-old philosopher Bud--"not Buddy"--Caldwell, an orphan on the run from abusive foster homes and
Hoovervilles in 1930s Michigan. And the idea that's planted itself in his head is that Herman E. Calloway, standup-bass
player for the Dusky Devastators of the Depression, is his father.

Frindle (Level 5.4)

by Andrew Clements, Brian Selznick (illus.)

When he decides to tum his fifth-grade teacher's love of the dictionary around on her, clever Nick Allen invents a new
word and begins a chain of events that quickly moves beyond his control.

Holes (Level 5.5)

by Louis Sachar

As further evidence of his family's bad fortune, which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent
to a hellish boys' juvenile detention center in the Texas desert. As punishment, the boys here must each dig a hole every

day, five feet deep and five feet across. Ultimately, Stanley "digs up the truth” -- and through his experience, finds his first

real friend, a ireasure, and a new sense of himself. HOLES is a wildly inventive, darkly humorous tale of crime and
punishment -- and redemption.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret (Level 5.1)

by Brain Selznick

Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train station, where his survival depends on
secrets and anonymity. But when his world suddenly interlocks with an eccentric, bookish girl and a bitter old man who
runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's undercover life, and his most precious secret, are put in jeopardy. A cryptic
drawing, a treasured notebook, a stolen key, a mechanical man, and a hidden message from Hugo's dead father form the
backbone of this intricate, tender, and spellbinding mystery.

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe (Level 5.7)

by C.S. Lewis

They open a door and enter a world - Namia ... a land frozen in eternal winter ... a country waiting to be set free. Four
adventurers step through a wardrobe door and into the land of Namia -- a land enslaved by the power of the White Witch.
But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a great change ... and a great sacrifice.

A Long Way from Chicago (Level 5.0) or A Year Down Yonder (Level 4.5)

by Richard Peck

A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural lllinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-
life grandmother who is always up to no good. The story continues in the sequel, A Year Down Yonder, when 15-year-old
Mary Alice is sent to live with her feisty grandmother.

Matilda (Level 5.0)

by Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake (illus.)

Matilda Wormwood started reading books at the age of four, but her crooked father and bingo-playing mother regard book
reading as a waste of time - and much prefer watching TV. In fact, they take no notice of their genius daughter at all! Only
Miss Honey, Matilda's lovely and gentle teacher, recognizes her special gifts. Yet Miss Honey has problems of her own.

Number the Stars (Level 5.0)

by Lois Lowry

Ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen and her best friend Ellen Rosen often think about life before the war. But it's now
1943, and their life in Copenhagen is filled with school, food shortages, and the Nazi soldiers marching in their town.
When the Nazis begin "relocating” the Jews of Denmark, Ellen moves in with the Johansens and pretends to be part of
the family. And as Annemarie helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis and embarks on a dangerous mission, she
learns how to be brave and courageous -- to save her best friend's life.

Shiloh (Level 4.4)

by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor and Barry Moser (illus.)

When 11-year-old Marty Preston chances upon a mistreated beagle pup in his hometown of Friendly, West Virginia, he is
not prepared for the ethical questions he has to face. Should he return the dog to its owner, only to have the animal
abused again? Should he tell his parents? Should he steal food to help the poor creature?



